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MODERN TECHNIQUES

for the
- SERVICE
REVOLVER

PART 1

ombat shooting over the
last twenty years has
made remarkable strides,

both in equipment and technique.
This progress is mostreadily seen
in activities such as I.P.S.C.
matches and other stress type
shooting events. Schools ad-
vancing this modern technique
are accessible to nearly every
motivated law enforcement officer.
Probably most notable among
these facilities is Jeff Cooper’s
American Pistol Institute. Yet
with A.PI., as well as most of the
other reputable advanced training
facilities, the emphasis is on the
combat semiauto (usually Govt.
model), and here is where most
uniformed American police offi-
cers are left behind.

Like it or not, the vast majority
of the United States’ and Ca-
nadian law enforcement officers
are saddled with the double action
revolver, some form of uniform
service holster, belt and other
related gear. Custom-tuned com-
bat autos and exotic (albeit func-
tional) accouterments are simply
unavailable options, ruled out by
departmental policy.

This article will attempt to share
various techniques and training
points which can help maximize
revolver handling efficiency in a
manner consistent with the mod-
ern technique and its goals of
power, speed and accuracy.

Prerequisite for efficient pistol
handling is a weapon that fits
properly in the shooter’s hand.
This point is probably one of the
most overlooked in contemporary
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by Paul Berkowitz

police revolver handling. If the
revolver doesn’t fit the grip of the
individual shooter, he or she is
handicapped from the start. Small
hands call for small stocks. Like-
wise, large hands may call for
oversized stocks with extra ma-
terial covering the backstrap. One
revolver with factory stocks will
no more fit a wide range of men
and women than will one pair of
shoes. And like shoes, stocks
should be selected by-and-for the
individual, with fit and comfortin
mind.

Proper fit of the stocks and
revolver calls for the weapon to be
gripped so that the barrel extends
directly in line with the forearm,
with the recoiling edge of the grip
frame, or recoil shoulder placed
against the web of the hand.
Simultaneously, the first joint of
the index finger should rest fully
against the strong side, forward
edge of the trigger, allowing plenty
of leverage to pull the trigger by
flexing only at the index finger,
middle joint. As you pull the
trigger, there should beno flexing
of the index finger knuckle.
Flexing at the knuckle results in
pushing or pulling the weapon
from side to side and is an indi-
cation that the stocks are too
small. In this instance the stocks
should be replaced with others
that expand the trigger reach, by
placing extra material over the

backstrap. Where hands are small,
the shooter may be better off with
stocks that leave the backstrap
exposed. In extreme instances,
hand and finger reach may be so
small that a smaller-framed weap-
on should be selected.

SEE PHOTO #1

While arevolver’s stocks should
fit the hand properly, they should
also, by design, encourage or at
least allow the shooter to grip the
stocks at the highest possible
point. I call this “Choking” the
grip and its purpose is two-fold:

1) Recoil forces of the exiting
bullet and powder are directed
rearward, straightin line with the
barrel. By gripping the weapon at
the highest point possible, we tend
to minimize the amount of muzzle
flip experienced. Ideally, we would
grip the weapon directly behind
the barrel, eliminating any piv-
oting of the weapon and resultant
muzzle rise as the weapon recoils.
This same principle is utilized in
modern rifle designs, such as the
M-16 where the shoulder stock is
directly in line with the barrel.
Since present day pistol design
precludes this, we should attempt
the next best thing which is to
choke the grip as high up as
possible.

2) With contemporary police
handgun design, some muzzle flip
isinevitable. With this muzzle flip
(and recoil), especially with re-
volvers and their arched gripping
surfaces, thereis aresultant tend-
ency for the stocks to be pushed
down further and further into the
gripping hand(s) with each shot
fired. Thisis, particularly, so with

most stock designs which flare
out atthe bottom. The net resultis
that the shooter, who begins firing
with a low positioned grip, will
likely end up a string of fired
service loads with a grip higher
than that with which he or she
started—AND a different pointing
angle of the weapon. This all
means that from shot to shot the
revolver tends to be fired from a
different grip and pointing angle.
Such inconsistency in grip and
angle must inevitably have a det-
rimental effect on practical accu-
racy. The solution to this problem
is, therefore, to initially hold the
revolver stocks with the highest
possible grip so that as the gun is
repeatedly slammedinto the hand
with each shot, it has no further
place to go. Hence . . . “Choking”
the grip.

SEE PHOTOS #2,7,8

There are basically two ways to
ensure a consistent and proper
high grip. One is to utilize stocks
which incorporate some form of
finger ridges. These ridges serve
as index or reference points for
the fingers and also offer resist-
ance to the stocks being pushed
further and further down into the
hand with recoil and muzzle flip.
Unfortunately, however, most
such stock designs place theridges
too low, compelling a grip which
is suboptimal, by locating the
hand lower than necessary in
relation to the barrel. As noted
earlier, this tends to create more
muzzle flip than need exist.

Another alternative is to utilize

conventional nonridged stocks,
but ensure that they are always
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grasped with the highest possible
grip. This is accomplished by
indexing the grip via placement
ofthe middle finger—middle joint—
leading edge firmly against the
highest underside portion of the
stocks. When so gripped, the mid-
dle finger—middle joint—will
practically be touching the rear
outside portion of the trigger
guard. You know you have an
optimal grip when the weapon
can be shoved no furtherinto your
shooting hand by either recoil or

manually applied forces.

It 1s worth pointing out that
choking the gripis moreimportant

‘with a revolver than with most

semiautos. They tend to have flat
and consistently angled stock
designs, so that while a low grip
may not be optimal for managing
muzzle flip, the pointing angle
will still be the same as it would
with a high grip. But with the
revolver, as placement of the grip
changes from low to high, the
effective pointing angle DOES
change from low to high also.

The important point here, then,
is to hold the stocks at the highest
possible point from the onset (as
you acquire your grip with the
revolver still in the holster), and
to maintain that same grip as you
shoot, reload and on through, until
you place the weapon back in the
holster.

SEE PHOTOS #3
THRU 8

The type and make holster you
wear may or may not be dictated
by departmental policy. If you are
locked into a specific model you
have to make do as best you can.
Hopefully, it is of proper design
and lends itself to efficient tech-
nique. If you have more flexibility
and can more or less pick your
own, there are still several key
points to consider.

The first decision to make (if
you have the choice) is between
top-draw and breakfront design.
The breakfronts are a relatively
new concept, introduced primarily
with weapon security in mind.
Some of the older designs, as well
as some contemporary models,
carry the retention idea in the
wrong direction by completely
covering the back of the trigger
guard with thick leather or plastic.

This, completely, precludes acqui-
sition of a proper shooting grip
while the gun is in the holster.
Most of the bugs have been worked
out of the new designs and some,
such as the Nelson and Hoyt, are
really quite good. They allow for
acquisition of a full shooting grip
from the holster, have well de-
signed thumb-break safety straps,
and, unless tampered with, per-
form reasonably in their claimed
role of securing the gun.

All breakfront holsters, how-
ever, have several serious weak-
nesses. First, they are particularly
vulnerable to spring tampering.
Of the approximately 120 officers
whose firearms use and training I
supervise, about half are carrying
breakfront design holsters. Out of
these, I seize about five to ten
annually from officers who have
tampered with the springs in an
effort to loosen up their holsters
retention ability and supposedly
speed their draw. This happensin
spite of emphatic instructions not
to tamper with the springs. Once
so tampered or sprung, they are
no longer safe to even hold the
weapon and must be removed from
service. We replace them, now,
with less wvulnerable top-draw
models. Most all breakfront de-
signs rely upon factory preset
spring tension to make them work.
They are more a machine than are



top-draw models. As such, they
have that much more to go wrong.

SEE PHOTO #9

The second factor to considerin
breakfront designs is the need to
overcome spring tension resist-
ance to bring the revolver out of
the holster. This translates into a
certain loss of immediate control
of the weapon after it breaks
spring tension and is swinging
forward with momentum. While
generally not a major problem, it
is, nevertheless, an unnecessary
obstacle to overcome. Addition-
ally, there are occasions, such as
when seated in a patrol car or in
other confined settings, when that
brief uncontrolled swing of the
weapon out of the holster could
prove a serious, if not lethal,
handicap.

A third (albeit debatable), weak-
ness of the breakfront designs is
that they are really not any more
snatch resistant than a well de-
signed top-draw model. Both types
require that the safety strap be
snapped, if they are to perform
their retention task. If neither type
is kept snapped, and if officer
affected retention techniques are
not used, then it’s just a question
of the bad guy pulling forward
versus pulling up.

With few exceptions, where po-
lice defensive equipment is con-
cerned, simpler is better. And it’s
hard to conceive of a more simple
or efficient holster design than
the conventional top-draw. Some
modern police top-draw holsters,
and in particular the Davis line,
now incorporate adjustable ten-
sion screw mechanisms which
augment the already present safe-
ty strap, gravity and friction
weapon security system.

Whether using a top-draw or
breakfront design holster, certain
wearing and use techniques can
be assimilated to make the best of
what you’ve got:

First, consider the positioning
(location) of the holster on your
duty belt. When standing with
arms hanging limp, most will find
their hands placed slightly for-
ward of their hips or roughly over
their front pants pockets. As you
raise your arms using minimal
effort and minimal motion or body
contortion, you will find your

hands follow a path immediately
over (if not just slightly forward
of), your hip joint with wrists
more or less straight (i.e., not bent
or twisted). [.P.S.C. shooters have
noted this and more and more
utilize holsters which place their
weapons with muzzles canted for-
ward and stocks “waiting’ in this
natural grasping position. If speed
is a goal, and we accept the notion
that speed comes most easily
through fluid and efficient move-
ment, then it makes sense to posi-
tion the duty holster in the same
position. Theresultis a somewhat
unconventional looking, but very
fast and efficient holster design.
Its use precludes the need to break
or bend the wrist upon initially
grasping the stocks, when the
weapon is in the holster. It, also,
practically eliminates the need for
strong side shoulder contortion,
attendant with traditional F.B.I1.
tilt designs. Other added benefits
of this design are that the weapon
muzzle is always pointed down-
range, so that it need never cross
over the shooter’s body plane.
Also, its use, while seated, is
moderately comfortable. Weapon
retention techniques are fully com-
patible as a result of the improved
downward leverage the officer can
exert with the weapon in this
position.

Davis Leather Company of Wal-
nut, California, manufactures a
custom-ordered holster, incorpo-
rating these design features, which
has proven very popular. The

holster is a modified version of
their 3570BP incorporating their
standard thumb-break safety
strap, jacket slot, muzzle plug,
rear sight protector, adjustable
tension device, as well as the
custom specified ten degree muzzle
forward cant.

SEE PHOTO #10

A notable obstacle to proper
weapon acquisition, or gripping
of the revolver whilein the holster,
is misuse of the thumb-snap safety
strap. All too often officers take
the terminology literally and break
thesnapin a separate and distinct
motion with the tip of their
shooting hand thumb. As a result,
time is wasted and the shooting
hand is positioned too low on the
stocks for efficient control of muz-
zle flip or consistent shot-to-shot
pointing angle. The officer must
then either proceed with a sub-
optimal grip, or, waste more pre-
cious time regripping the stocks
during the presentation sequence.

All of this is unnecessary, how-
ever, if the shooter will simply
learn to use that portion of the
thumb between the knuckle and
the joint to separate or SPLIT the
snap while simultaneously ac-
quiring the noted high shooting
grip, with the web of the hand
positioned as high as possible on
the recoil shoulder. This thumb
placement encourages an optimal
grip, at the sametime eliminating
the need for a separate snapping
effort while grasping the stocks.
Repeated practice with this tech-
nique will convince even skeptics
that it is no slower to draw the
snappedin weapon than one with

{Continued on page 68)
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EXOTIC WEAPONS
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3: SHOTGUN GRENADES

“5 differsnt modela”
| teesn ]
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. LAW, ROCKETS

6 BAZOOKA & ROCKETS
- 5 RPQ7-ROCKETS [P ==
e

9. SHOTGUN ROCKETS

1. HAND GRENADES 2. RIFLE GRENADES

7. POD ROCKETS
:
1 i vncxzr ROCKETS
10. T.0.W. ROCKETS FRONT

TOWARDS
GI]D ENEMY

——=m

12. LAND MINES 11, CLAYMORE MINES

13, TRACERS ANY CAL.

oo i o

15, 40MM GRENADE
LAUNCHERS 17, BELT FED
7 SHOTGUNS

16. 40MM GRENADES

FMUE THIQWER

20, ASSAULT RIFLE!
a1, ARmOn 7 AL
EXPANDER S
19. RAMBO ARROWS BULLETS

8. MORTARS 22 ,su_;qb\_:l_v:f FISHBAIT
“Need Real Firepower” we've got it. These are plans to
make the simplest and least expensive destructive
weapons. Common hand tools and parts used. $15. each
plan. Buy 2 get 1 free. Buy 3 get 3 free. 4/4 free. 10 for
$55., 22 for $115. All 41 for $175. Money orders, checks,
C.0.D., VISA, MasterCard.
Kephart Publications, 495 Pleasant Valley Road,
Depi. SW, Murphy, NC 28906, 704-837-8067

BUTTERFLY KNIVES

The Folding BALISONG
knives originated in the
Philipines-used bytheirfight-
ing forces. Now made into ;
fine quality hunting knives. L
The blade is of surgical ;
steel. The butterfly design s
protects the working por- :
tion of the knife. A lever

iocks the handle securely %

in the open or closed posi- 3§

tion. . =

(1]

3

(=]

E

Model K98-P °
850 Ea.
fand #1%°

UPS charges

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. P-7-SW
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590

MODERN TECHNIQUES FOR
THE SERVICE REVOLVER

(Continued from page 55)

the safety strap already un-
snapped or not utilized to begin
with. A side benefit of this lesson
is the elimination of the com-
pulsion to unsnap the safety strap
when approaching potential dan-
ger. The safety strap can remain
snapped to perform its designed
weapon retention task until the
instant the officer decides to pull
the weapon from the holster, with
absolutely no loss of speed or
facility.

SEE PHOTOS #3 & 4

No matter what type of holster
is on a duty belt or its location, its
use will be impeded if it is not
located in precisely the same
position every time you reach for
vour weapon. Breakfront holsters,
in particular, are notorious for
shifting and sliding around on
the belt when the weaponisdrawn.
However, top-draw models, too,
are subject to some slipping either
on the duty belt or, perhaps, as a
unit with the duty belt, lifting off
of the inner belt as the weapon is
pulled up.

i
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A [ ]

COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS
ON HOW TO OBTAIN COPIES
OF GOVERNMENT FILES
UNDER THE
FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION ACT
OF1978.

L SSENDSSO0TO:

DEWEY HILL ENT.
11693 SAN VICENTE BLVD., SUITE 128
LOS ANGELES, CA 90049
ALL ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY
VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL PPD
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There are two easily applied
methods to remedy this problem.
One is to ensure that keepers are
securely positioned immediately
fore and aft of the holster. This is
more effective with top-draw mod-
els than breakfronts. A second
(and I think better), solution is to
apply hook and pile (or Velcro™,
to cite one brand name) materials
tothat portion of the holster which
normally contacts the inner belt.
It’s important to use one of the
new cyanoacrylate ester super-
type glues, specifically formulated
for use with leather. Naturally, it
helps to have an already piled
inner belt such as Safariland’s
lined Model 99, but if necessary,
the pile side of the Velcro strip can
be glued and/or stitched onto most
any other duty inner belt, as well.
This method can be applied to
other duty accessories, also, mak-
ing for an extremely firm and
adhesive arrangement without use
of any keepers, whatsoever.

SEE PHOTO #11

Often overlooked in police re-
volver training is what has been
termed the tactical reload. This is
distinguished from the speed re-
load in that the shooter recharges
therevolver with less than the six
rounds called for with speed
loaders. The tactical reload, as its
name implies, is performed from
behind cover during a lull in the
shooting. This is done as a means
of replacing spent rounds before
the weapon is shot dry. It equates
to replacing a partially spent
magazinein a semiautomatic with
a full one, as a means of keeping
the weapon in optimal condition
in preparation for a continued
fight.

The tactical reload, when prop-
erly applied, makes a great deal of
sense in light of statistics which
cite the average police shooting
incident expending only two to
threerounds. Ironically, however,
most police officers are equipped
to perform either a speed reload
OR atactical reload, but generally
not both, thereby limiting their
tactical options in a gun fight.
The officer who carries ONLY
speed loaders is committed to
recharging the cylinder with a
full six rounds. Ifless ammunition
has been fired, the shooteris forced

to either eject and waste live
rounds or take precious time and
attention away from the combat
matter at hand and sort through
ejected casings and rounds to
separate the two. Likewise, the
officer who carries only dump
boxes or ammunition loopsis faced
with a needlessly slow reloading
process if the entire cylinder is
shot dry.

Fortunately, it takes up very
little space on the duty belt to
augment carried equipment with
either a single speedloader or
single dump box with speed strip.
Additionally, there are a wide
variety of such products available
which maintain a very low profile,
reducing the need to appear as
though the officer is a walking
armory. Another option which I
have yet to see manufactured is
keepers which incorporate two or
three loops for carrying as many
rounds of ammunition. This would
very effectively augmentroutinely
carried speedloaders, and could
be very easily and unobtrusively
carried on the beltin-between more
bulky items.

SEE PHOTOS #12
& 13
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DAVIS LEATHER
COMPANY

KNOWN WORLDWIDE
FOR QUALITY & VALUE

3570- “Westec Patrolman’”:
A premium quality duty
holster with standard
thumbreak for
maximum speed and
an adjustable tension
device for security.
Pressure molded and
hand fitted with steel
reinforced belt loop
and a covered trigger
guard for safety.
Available in plain or
basketweave; black,
brown or cordovan;
nickle, brass or black
hardware; muzzle
forward or muzzle rear,
also in hi-ride.

BASKETWEAVE $59.75

PLAIN $52.50

4500- “Auto Patrol’’;
Same features as the
#3570, specifically
designed for:

= Colt Government Mode|

e Colt Gold Cup

» Colt Commander

e S&W 9mms

e S&W 645

e Browning Hi-Power

o Beretta 92

o Sig Sauer P220

e Sig Sauer P226

e HAK P7

PLAIN$52.50 BAskeTweave$59.75

486-DMP- “‘Duty Mag Pouch”: Duty style
pouch with flaps over magazines. Pouches
are cut lower than normal so magazines can
be fully grasped for quicker mag. changes.
Available for all guns listed, with either hidden
or exposed hardware.

HIDDEN $23.75 ExpPosen $22.75

OTHER DUTY PRODUCTS AVAILABLE:
Liberty « Security « Gridley « Concealer
Plate Master P.P.C. « Taylor Omega
Border Patrol Agent
Covered Speed Loader Pouches
Keeper Straps « Handcufi Case
Six Loop Slide « Baton Ring « Key Holder
Duty Belts « Double Mag Pouches
Single Mag Pouch
Inside Single Mag Pouch « Belts

3930 VALLEY BLVD., #F
WALNUT, CA 91789
(714) 598-5620

ADD 10% SHIPPING & HANDLING
CA RESIDENTS ADD 6%% SALES TAX
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